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Areot and endeavour to get in provisions and also to send
reinforcements to Arcot from Madras and Fort St. David.
The English and the Nawab's troops were very deficient
in cavalry; their sallies could not be effective, nor protrac-
ted, and Olive's assault on Timiri was unsuccessful (17th
September). A week later, the reinforced enemy took
tip a stand within 3 miles of Arcot, and even then. Olive
could only make a feeble attack upon him. The latter
seized the big pagoda of Oonjeevaram; and Olive had to
use great skill in conveying safely the two eighteen poun-
ders that were sent to him from Madras. Raza Sahib
finally began the famous siege of Arcot which lasted from
the 4th October to the 25th November.
Even when the siege was raised after the failure of a
final attack,Governor ISaunders did not seem to value much
the undisturbed possession of Arcot and the neighbouring
forts of Timiri and Kaveripak, as in his opinion "it
will only weaken our small force greatly to leave men in
them."*36*
Thus it will be seen that the credit for the initiative
of the idea of diversion to Arcot should go in a very large
measure to Nawab Muhammad Ali whose repeated urg-
ings opened Governor Saunders' eyes to the possibilities
of success attendant on the plan, while Olive eagerly took
advantage of the opening offered by it and persuaded
Saunders that he could do it, when Gingens doubted his
own capacity for the task.
The alleged repulse-of the English before Timiri fort
reported by Polur Muhammad Ali and written by the Dia-
rist in hi's entry for September 18, 1751, had probably a
reference to Olive's first movement against Timiri on Sep-
tember 15th, when the English, according to Orme (vol. I,
p. 184) marched out to meet the fugitive Arcot garrison of
600 horse and 500 foot drawn up near Timiri and forced
them to retreat to the hills in their rear. Bupleix urged
that Raza Sahib should immediately proceed to Arcot; but
the latter aslred for 2 lakhs of rupees towards the charges
of his 3,000 horsemen, as otherwise, they might retire from
36a. f Olive had not more than a month '& provisions and had to send cap*
tain Killpatriek to relieve him. But before his arrival tho enemy had
marie two breaches and attempted to storm the fort. They were beaten off
with great loss and retreated on the next day when KiUpatrick and 2.000
JJfarathas appeared.